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Fig. 1 Column with a single elastic brace
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Fig. 2 Column with double elastic braces
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Solar fraction of residential building in north-west China

LIUYan-feng, YU Ya-li, KON GDan

(School of Environment & M unicipal Engineering Xian Univ. of Arch. & Tech., Xian 710055, China)

Abstract Heating loads of residential buildings in Lhasa, Xi'an and Xining under combination conditions of different insu-
lation storey and window-wall ratio were analyzed. Single-layer traditional dw elling building in Lhasa City was also stud-
ied in different conditions. The results showed that: values of solar fraction in different cities depend on the local solar ra-
diation, increasing with less layers and larger southern window. The collector area of active solar heating system can re-
duce significantly in single-layer traditional dwelling building with good insulation and sunspace in Lhasa city.

Key words: residentialbuilding; solar fraction; heating; heat load
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Stability calculation of steel columns with multiple elastic braces

CHEN Shao-fan

(Key Laboratory of Structural and Aseismatic Engineering of Education Ministry, Xi an University of

Architecture & Technology, Xi an 710055, China)

Abstract The stability of axially compressed steel columns with two to four braces are investigated using equilibrium ap-
proach or energy approach. Simplified formulas of the elastic critical load of these columns are obtained for different buck-
ling configurations. The coefficient of effective length derived from this elastic critical load can be used in design calcula-
tion of steel columns and beam-columns. By investigating the above results unified approximate formulas are proposed
for elastic critical load of columns provided with multiple braces. These formulas not only apply to the case of two to four
braces but also to that of more than four braces. Moreover requirements to be fulfilled by braces are discussed including
stiffness, strength and installation of knee braces, emphasizing the necessity of considering the geometrical imperfection.

Key words: steel column; buckling elastic brace; critical load; geometric imper fection

Biography: CHEN Shao-fan, Professor, Xian 710055, P.. R., China, Tel: 0086-29-82202199. E-mail: chensz@fahoo.(:om. cn



