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Measurement of urbanization quality and analysis of provincial

disparities in china's northwest region during 2008—2013
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Abstract: The paper selects 30 indexes to construct the comprehensive measurement index system of urbanization quality in north-
west region, including social development, economic development, residents' life, infrastructure, ecological environment and ur-
ban-rural interactions. On the basis of statistical data of the provinces in northwest region during 2008-2012, with the method of en-
tropy and TOPSIS, the urbanization quality in northwest region is measured quantitatively, and the provincial disparities of urbaniza-
tion quality in northwest region are also analyzed. The result shows that the urbanization quality in china's northwest region has been
increasing overall but fluctuating locally during 2008—2013. In social development, the quality of social development in Xinjiang
has a commanding head; in economic development, the quality of economic development in Shaanxi and Ningxia is high; in resi-
dents' life, the relative closeness of Shaanxi and Ningxia is close and high; in infrastructure, the quality of infrastructure in Gansu is
always low and has a large gap with other provinces; in ecological environment, the quality of ecological environment has a gradual
decreasing trend followed by Ningxia, Shaanxi, Xinjiang, Qinghai and Gansu; in urban-rural interactions, the quality of urban-rural
interactions declines sharply.
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Tab.2 Comprehensive measurement and ranking of the urbanization quality in northwest region during 2008—2013

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

53] 0.586 2 0.568 2 0.560 2 0.610 2 0.677 1 0.588 3
Hir 0.143 5 0.092 5 0.050 5 0.083 5 0.186 5 0.148 5
5 0.351 4 0.349 4 0.384 4 0.391 4 0.399 4 0.433 4
TH 0.703 1 0.634 1 0.658 1 0.627 1 0.596 2 0.608 2
W 0.517 3 0.543 3 0.530 3 0.574 3 0.535 3 0.610 1
[E|n 0.460 — 0.437 — 0.436 0.457 — 0.479 — 0.477 —
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Fig.2 Dynamic changes of the relative closeness of the
quality of economic development
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Fig.3 Dynamic changes of the relative closeness of the
quality of residents' life
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quality of infrastructure
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quality of urban-rural interactions
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