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Variation characteristics of EPS and endogenous digestion performance
of surplus sludge from MBR process

HU Yisong , WANG Xiaochang , SUN Qiyuan, YANG yuan
(School of Environmental and Municipal Engineering, Xi'an Univ. of Arch. & Tech. , Xi’an 710055, China)

Abstract; MBRs show many advantages over conventional activated sludge system. including less excess sludge
production, but also face some problems, such as hard to dispose of the surplus sludge due to its poor settling and
dewatering ability. With this in mind, two sludge treatment technologies, namely aerobic digestion reactor and
aerobic/anoxic intermittent digestion reactor were applied for the digestion of sludge from the MBR system to
investigate the performance of the biological digestion processes and EPS variation characteristics during batch
tests. The results indicated MLVSS removal efficiency could reach 50% and SOUR (specific oxygen utilization
rate) decreased to below 1.5 mg/g. h after 20 days’ aerobic/anoxic digestion, which meant that the aerobic/anoxic
digestion could meet the requirement of sludge stabilization and save more energy cost compared to aerobic
digestion. Through chemical analysis of EPS components content, it was found that the content of proteins,
polysaccharides and DNA showed significant increase, indicating large amount of biomass decay and the release of
cellular substances after sludge digestion. The infrared spectroscopy (IR), three dimensional excitation-emission
matrix (EEM) fluorescence spectroscopy and gel permeate chromatography (GPC) were used to characterize EPS.
SEPS and BEPS both consisted of proteins, polysaccharides, fulvic acid and humic acid. With the digestion of
sludge and cell lysis, BEPS increased and transformed to SEPS, which induced the accumulation of fulvic acid and
humic acid and the degradation of proteins. After digestion, the change of molecular weight distribution of SEPS

was more obviously than BEPS, and the molecular weight of SEPS showed a decrease tendency.
Key words: membrane bioreactor ( MBR) ; extracellular polymeric substances (EPS); excitation-emission matrix

(EEM) fluorescence spectroscopy; sludge digestion; molecular weight distribution
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TTURDUURETERE . WK 1 A 22 R X T 4 JH 1 o) 50
fi% MBR TZB9NH H 4R 12, 7= A i) A5 )8
£ 9 A A AR E A Ak B 2 G T

FIRTGIEH YA 07 15 % )2 HR AR
ZHPE . H R B A Ak B 5 I AL IR AU A
I SR AT S/ B ST AR S5 0 T TR IR A
b FATR G B A P B g 2R a] LLRE & nl i 55
Peas s [ B ThT WG 5 25 A B 2% L 2 4P A B ME 4 )
B TS R A TE A ST b s Ve AR A L
PRBEAT NI AR 0 i #e . TEF AR T . WE TS
PR REY A LR A B R S IR BN R
% . TR BB E I, B4R R,
PETAR . ALFEAS 55 MO . Pl kg 4k B R
NS ARARBR T — A 5 S B 75 YA T i
R I AU AR U T . REFER. M H2f7d
e T AR SRR . S M & pH T
B oM A BRSO AR I S AR ST 2% P 5N R
SAUTEAL T R, T b — o B B0 B S/ ik ST AL T
20 RTLURI A ik 4 B B i Ak 1 BT 77 AR ) 6
AL B ZZ AR . BT IR ROV g pH R R

Btxt MBR T2 A5 e 2 Y A BB RIS
T RANRGEW B BLIR . AR SR AT 4/ 0 S0
A S AL BOR BEAT X HG R . WF%0 7 MBR T
F A5 VT AL I R b TS e B R R I K EPS A8
PRRFAE . BRI 15 TR I AL B L.

1 BB 5HE

1.1 XBESE

TSVRTEAL RIS B 2 A 5 L (A WLk 58 I 1 28 %
EREE . BRERSAL . RAS K ER LTI
FUBRA, BB RIES IRIR A 5) . 1S RIFR
AR . g B RE . 5 VR I/ B
AR IS | a2 o S PR R A B R R S
Bl 2N 2% 28 B AL T i AR R AECAR A
1.2 SiREIKRIERFE

15 VR A V2T R I5 AR AR ER R 3R A 15 PR HET
ZI5 KA F TSR A A*O-MBR T2 4 B A 3% 75 K
BHARRE/K &R 2 000 m’ /d. %576 pH R 7. 23, IR
BRI R (MLSS) IR EE R 5.6 g/L, HARE
W% kP B ¥ [ R (MLVSS) ik B2l 3.8 g/L,
MLVSS E MLSS {423 0. 7. {5 LI b 453
¥8F5 K. COD 3 146 mg/L, NH/-N 4 0.32 mg/L,
TN >4 20. 91 mg/L, TP & 2.13 mg/L.

1.3 BET£4REEAK

Gk 2 20 B 28 34T MBR T ZFI A5
R e 40T AR I I 40/ 4600 b B R H RS . RS R
T4/ AT A R & A I BB AR R TR R RS A, B
JERAS , WO/ B A TE AL R I AR R 12 h, B
A 12 h ¥ BT A FIR TSR ATH
A TS YR 452 B I ie) — M A 15~20 d, Wi $ 20 d
YER—A EREMTE AL JE I . A5 48 Fhis e ~F 34 43 21
W a2 20 O) KT idfr,. BAE
H30.2 m’/he 2 AR ESBREBEBRARE SN, HAZETT
FiE—3
1.4 MWk FA*

HRAES IR FE AR A . pH, MLSS, MLVSS
FUREEESE . J5 R AESRLE 6 000 r/min B 55 F 250
10 min, £ 0.45 pm BRI IEE, B EH RS
COD, NH/-N. TN fl TP Z 4845, & I8bri%br
TR e T . pH A PHS-3C A pH 1] 2.
SOUR FH 2k RAE 1 1 15 U6 H B A W 10 3 1

EPS u] L 4y 4 SEPS Fil BEPS, ## Bt J5 i
T: B 25 mLisIRIESH . 4 °CF 6 000 r/min &
> 10 min, B EIEWZ 0. 22 pm JENES IE, I8
BRI A SEPS; Fl 4275 IR 2% ol il 2 5 AR B3R %
R2), F 60 C&M4ETFHRE 30 min, RJGIRY 2 h,
10 000 r/min F g5 30 min J5, K EIERZ 0. 22 ym
BERETE . JEVERD 4 BEPS . EPS B LI A M.
ZHE. BIREEZHEERME, RARE &0 E
KA Folin- Wyl ik s 208 & & i I E R A &
Mk s DNA B &8 H IR B dokm g

51 R A 48 21 A0 O 5% 4 (TR Prestige-21, Shi-
madzu, Japan) 3k E /T EPS B9 B AL 454
KM KBr ik, KBr 54 100 1 R2)E Fr,
1E 4 000 cm ' F] 400 em ' I Hl N ZEAT G I 9
535) FTIR Ji% 4.

R H =4E5% Y6 1% X (FP-6500 spectroflurom-
eter, Jascoo, Japan)4r#t EPS Y ZEEY Bt . i
BICHERHTEE R 220~450 nm, EHHOGIEHIE
Bl & 220 ~550 nm, HIEHKIHHK 5 nm. H X
ERELES K, Y MR LK, S — 4
RN,

I A LY 43 F 4 A SR R A DR
GFC BEATRZI . & HEWAH R A (HPLO) H /& HE %
(LC-20AT , Shimadzu. Japan), %6 (CTO-20A,
Shimadzu, Japan). RZEFIEREIE (RID-10A, Shi-
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madzu, Japan) . BEiEAIEH:(OH pak SB-806 HQ,
Shodex, Japan)ZH i, . KIS0 F . A A 1E E
1E 40 °C, LLBAiAK s, WEA 1.0 mL/min.

2 HR5UE

2.1 FiRMAIEHEKERE

MBR T 25500 4% 75 118 0 4 4800 A 15 30 40/ e 400
AEREENSR 1 R - S8 TS R AR E ) E & PR 45
brEZALHE MLVSS 1) [ fif 2 R A0 15 Ve 1Y b I 48
W (SOUR). 4 MLVSS % [ % ik 5] 38% L) | Al
(%) SOUR F&AEZF] 1. 0~1. 5 mgO, /gMLVSS «h LI F
B, wTLLUAKIE R E SR B fa e . WE b il
fb MLVSS [ g2k 42 %. T 048/ il 80T 46 ) ik 3]
T 50%. SOUR # &% T 1.5 mgO,/gMLVSS +h
IR . g 4/ i 40T b 0 20020 v T B i ) B 4600
b, X 53CEk R iRE 2. BB W COD B3
A, BB Y 0 A LY 00 A SR s AR
AR, WAL T 1 mg/L, FHARHBAMARR,
8 HH B AL 40 T B 3 PR A2 B W s B TS TR
PR AR S B BEAT . 20 M P R A K A My IO ) R
TR Y A R RO . X R i AU AL
T 20508 EIEW TN Re g8 i 5L, i i 4/ ik
FUHAB TR B SISk T R R A T Y
TERRARI . KA AR NP I S W TN
WREEARAE A K . i R/ ik S0 TH A 1 B AR SO
W RS A FE AR R, 4ERE pH fRE, R i
/B A R R g% pH FRE I N K Bk 7.8,
T AAH AL ROV # B T U BEAT RS AL R pH BB
EREAR.

F 15T M A

Tab. 1 Performance of sludge endogenous digestion processes

A A A/

wik tk20d JEftk20d
MLSS/mg « L! 5635 3170 2725
MLVSS/mg « L! 3 805 2 225 1915
SOUR/mg0,. (gMLVSS « h) ™' 6.9 1.1 1.4
COD/mg « L 145.7 38. 6 33.5
NH/-N /mg +« ! 0.32 0.12 0.14
TN/mg + L 20. 9 122. 6 34.9
TP/mg+ L ! 2.1 13.0 11.0
pH 7.23 6.7 7.8

2.2 SiRMIEHEKE EPS ELHFE
2.2.1 EPSH/kERZ

M Zh 3R G W (CEPS) & 75 e 28 0k 1) 8 2 20 1l 30
g3 RV AR W 2 M A L A8 ZRAA) A A 3R B IR &
WS RN, E5 X2 M5 RS TIHE X,
P2 B T e . DURE P RE S i K PERESE . EPS &
HEAR . 20 . DNA FIJE R 5 H =2 2R
W, BEA BT IRA W PN SEPS fl
ZR A 45 A ) BEPS. K b o] LLIA & EPS $§ 44 (1)
A4k 55 VRIS A ik FR B U AH OG5 L 4 B ) 2
5L, BEoE EPS Rtk B T 0 4 i B AR 5 R TH 1k
FALE . 5 RIE A Rk EPS K H 41 4 ik i A
b 2 Prox, AL & EPS i) 32 2L
2, BARSES T L8 . SEPS 5 BEPS & 44y
Fo B iR A T AL B ) ZE T K i, 2B R
M. X T SEPS, fF 4/ FH L 5 iF AUTE A
FHEG B A A 2 BB AR, DNA & &8 X T
BEPS, =Hpel oy i & &, I %/ B EH 1b 25 A #6
[ SR SR AN (R S =W 7 = R A = €]
W& 0 AR W A M B . S BOE £ 1 i Y g i
B, BBk BEPS, S &8 TiHaNN b
s 5 BEPS B H) 75 U8 B W Ll SEPS
B AFAE . T E AR A A T 3 ek R )
FHLY K fig . 7= W e 0% B 24 MN0RR IR Bk B 2R B A
M. SREEHSE A RS 200K EAR T 5 4A
HAb .

x2 EPSAHLESETWK

Tab. 2 Components concentration of EPS in sludge samples

tER/A T BAKR %K DNA H&H
- SEPS 5.01 3.08 0.43 852
Hefpis e

BEPS 17.59 4.94 5.25 27.78

SEPS 8.0 5.92 0.54 14.46

I EATEA 7 d
BEPS 31.24 7.36 9.19 47.79

48/ R SEPS 5.66 4.16 1.01 10.83
Bk 7 d BEPS 33.44 7.81 10.07 51.32

SEPS 11.58 7.55 0.75 19.88
T 4GF AR 20 d
BEPS 26.24 8.51 9.9  44.65

T4/ B 4 SEPS 9.16 6.95 1.61 17.72
1k 20 d BEPS 34.08 8.09 10.52 52.69

. R HUE ALY mg/gMLVSS.
2.2.2 EPS WNELAMGTE S Bt

FTIR Sl Reds WA HLE RER M o A B, T
2N AT END LR E b . Hd 3 421 em™
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BRI WS DR T O-H iR 3h . 2 932 em ' Bt
el & C-H M 4aiRsh 512 iyt . 1 653 cm ™!
551558 em ™ BRI A AN UG AR 6 2R 1 T R A R Ik
Wz T AT . 1 300~1 500 cm™ ' @) WE W 200 &5 4
HEE, 1000 em 'BRHIEH)—ANESE) g RINA £
BERY R AETE. 600 ~900 cm ' Z 8] LXK,
HEMA AN A B 2R IR TR R A TS TR
i) SEPS 5 BEPS &3 & 1) FTIR J6i% A3 kM)
ZH, FESHEAR. 8. AINGLENE
MR S5 B 2840 &5 . 0 0T RE S %% Fh By 5t 0 b 2%

50t

40

30

%

10 PG JRSEPS

OF 1 1 1 1 1
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W/ em™

T VRIS 1620 dJSSEPS —
TGP IFATE K20 dJGSEPS -
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T A% & I AS ] 51 A e bl I e e 25 00 2550 . 3@
I LA B T DLk BT PR I AL R JE SEPS A8k @
B TR T 0 R R T 0 A AR A AE L BRI T 0
&K ZHERIEREP B, 600~900 cm ' Z )
hFELCIX B D, R AR AL . B AL/ ST
b3t RO ST AL 3E T SEPS B 5 fif 15 1% A=y i R
M5 IR ARG G BEPS By ELE T LUE . A%
WU A SR 77 2 R T AR A% L T Fh T Ak i R 45 R
B ) 21 A0 3% R A AL, SR I ALl R R B T s
U6 v B A i e R e % M P 40 S 1) TR T
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w20
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Fig. 1 FTIR spectra of EPS

2.2.3 EPSH EEM Yl 43 b7

TSR IEALET S EPS () EEM Y6 RE B & 2 s,
EFRERBLT EPS g B FOGR A B 00 A2 10 1
B AR 4E EEM 6% B v 58 e W i i 43 28 05 vk T
B, V5 URIEALHT S SEPS 5 BEPS #1H 285 B
RIGHEBARE A TAR, HEEMEEARE . 5
FHEA T 205 RIS 45 3 5 SEPS W28 5 R, 2%
JEE R TR 0 e B N o, I /B T A R T
IFSUEAL . RIS R WL 2R I 5 AR R
PR A SG . P B M B AR MR IR AW
b g R . X T BEPS, 5Bk E 2K E A A

RIGRIR R AR H F ZAL 4y, iF%(H b BEPS 2%
B BIRUOCH R, i/ e 2 B
JEiREAR B, X5 SEPS 1948k AH I . SEPS W]
DIk AE YK iR . SEPS & BEPS 2 [ £ (£ 45 30
AP 56 &, BEPS W LL#E Ak & SEPS™, Wy F i
S/ BT A e ik SEPS WK R 5 R, dieE T
BEPS [i] SEPS (54t it b i i i o] g R Al
WG 21 T ) R BEAR T I ST AL i 25 X T BEPS Sk
Wi RS/ A LS PR T 21 BEPS, W REH T
%% BEPS AL AR M BRI S5m0, B0 I 4/ B4
{44t BEPS -1y 5% 1) 5% S 5 B w8 T B4 4.
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Fig. 2 EEM spectra of EPS
®3 Tk EPSHRARIESH
Tab. 3 Fluorescent parameters of EPS in sludge samples
WU g A % B % C

#Fhi5 R SEPS
$:Fhi5 98 BEPS —

1R IFE N1k 20 d J§ SEPS
1R IF AL 20 d J§ BEPS —

15 VR IF A/ B AUE AL 20 d 5 SEPS
TSR IF A/ B AUH AL 20 d 5 BEPS

255/400 (286)

250/390 (999)

250/395 (780)
250/390 (999)

335/415 (740)
350/440 (999)
340/430 (999)
325/415 (999)
340/430 (999)
330/425 (999)

290/350 (264)
290/350 (999)
250/390 (158)
290/350 (999)
255/290 (91)
290/350 (999)

I

W ACRE BHIRW B . (240~270)/(370~440)nm; g BCEREA BRI . (260~290)/(300~350)nm; W5 CCRJEAE R

YR . (260~400)/(380~510)nm; $§ 5 rp (R (B A 5% Yt o JBE

2.2.4 EPS 4R

15IRIHALHT & EPS 43+ 843 A i A2 AL 5] 3 Fr
T FERPIS YR SEPS 431 {E 10~1 000 kDa 2 [H]. i
BEPS 43 ARJa AR M 0. 1~1 000 kDa, 1 kDaZ: 454y
A . AL R BT,
TFIRIF AN 20 AJFSEPS——

Y5 YR AU I AK20 dJSSEPS — - —
1oor BN ISEPS -------

125

75

50

L5 BE%

25

0.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0 6.0
S5 TR R REDa

THALZE I, SEPS 43 -5 43 A1 09 58 0 iz Clf 48008
£k 0.1 ~1 000 kDa, HF 4&/6k A M L 1~
1 000 kDa) , HRBEERZHEM, PR e A
BB, WFE/EEIE AR E T o F RN T 1 kDa Y
ALY AR, B0 R AR AR BLEE N> T A L

TSR 1620 dJSBEPS ——
V5 PRI /B A4 4620 dJSBEPS == = =
100 BRI IRBEPS -------
=
B 75
E=
50
25
0
00 1.0 20 3.0 40 50 6.0
5 TR EN T EDa

B3 EPSHHOFESNH
Fig. 3 Molecular weight distribution of EPS
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