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Impact of climate change outdoor design conditions and

reduction in peak cooling loads

YANG Liu, QI Jingyan, HUO Xujie, NIU Bingbing
(School of Architecture, Xi'an Univ. of Arch. & Tech., Xi'an 710055, China)

Abstract;: We have examined the impact of climate change on outdoor design conditions and implications for peak
cooling loads by analysing the design dry-bulb temperature( DDBT) and coincident wet-bulb temperature(CWBT)
for two 30-year periods (1971 — 2000 and 1984 — 2013) in five cities within the five major climate zones across
China. DDBT during 1984 — 2013 tends to be higher than that during 1971 — 2000, but the CWBT and the
corresponding outdoor enthalpy during 1984 — 2013 are smaller than 1971 — 2000 at different significance levels.
Increase in conduction heat gain through the building envelope due to rising temperature is relatively small compared
with the reduction in fresh air load due to lower outdoor air enthalpy. This has resulted in a reduction in the peak
cooling loads in all five major climates. This is in contrast to the generally held view that global warming would lead
to more stringent outdoor design conditions, and hence higher peak cooling loads and larger heating, ventilation and
air conditioning( HVAC) plants.
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Fig. 1 Major climate zones and locations of the five cities
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Tab. 1 Slopes of the long-tern(1971—2013) dry-bulb
temperature( DBT), wet-bulb temperature( WBT) and enthalpy

trends( positive=rising, negative= decreasing)

IR Jl 1A DBT WBT Je 8
LA 0. 050 0. 041 0. 079

WA IR I kS 0. 047 0. 030 0. 092
LSS 0. 053 0. 050 0. 062
A AE 0. 051 —0.001 —0.010
bzt B 0.051 —0.010 —0.039
& 7R 0. 046 0.016 0.026
A AE 0. 040 —0.003 —0.010
#H Bz 0.032 —0.008 —0.031
& 7R 0.031 —0.002 —0.001

AR 0. 055 0. 007 0.013
SR kS 0. 039 —0. 006 —0.019
&7k 0. 079 0. 022 0. 049
A AR 0.021 —0.002 —0.010
Il HE 0.019 —0.011 —0. 040
LS 0.021 0.011 0. 030
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Fig. 3 Cumulative frequency distributions for dry-bulb and

wet-bulb temperatures for the five cities(1984—2013)

%2 DDBT, DWBT 5 CWBT R EXMFHEEEAREEEKFE THZE R (1984—2013)
Tab. 2 Summary of design DBT(DDBT) with design WBT(DWBT), DDBT with its coincident WBT(CWBT) and

corresponding enthalpy at different significance levels(1984—2013)

K (%) W FHEACE ()
99. 6% 99% 2% 1% 0.4%
R 1 K i Y fi K i
&/ °C i &g/ °C {m B Y B2 {m
/k] - kg! /k] - kg! /k] - kg! /kI - kg! /k] - kg!
—28.6/ —26.2/
. DDBT/DWBT —28.7 —26.2 28.4/22.4  66.5  29.7/23.3 70.0 3L.2/24.1 73.1
5 —29.2 —26.9
/K —28.6/ —26.2/
DDBT/CWBT —28.6 —25.9 28.4/19.9 57.4 29.7/20.7 60.2 31.2/19.3 55.3
W —29.1 —26.6
ZAH 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.3 —2.5 —9.1 —2.6 —9.8 —4.8 —17.8
—10. 6/ —9.0/
DDBT/DWBT —8.9 —7.2 31.7/24.7 74.8 33.0/25.4 77.7 34.3/26.2 81.2
—12.3 —11.0
It
—10. 6/ —9.0/
£ DDBT/CWBT —8.0 —6.2 31.7/21.7 63.1 33.0/21.1 60.9 34.3/20.6 59.0
—1L.5 —10.2
#{4 0.8 0.9 0.8 1.0 —3.0 —11.7 —4.3 —16.8 —56 —22.2
—3.0/ —1.6/
DDBT/DWBT 2.4 4.5  33.7/27.4 86.4 34.7/27.9 88.7 35.8/28.3 90.6
. —4.3 —3.0
A —3.0/ —1.6/
% DDBT/CWBT %'7 3.2 2'4 5.4 33.7/26.4 81.8 34.7/26.6 82.7 35.8/26.6 82.6
ZEA4 0.6 0.8 0.6 0.9 —1.0  —4.6 —1.3  —6.0 —1.7  —8.0
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HE MK (X ZR) WEMEKFE(EZ)
99. 6% 99 % 2% 1% 0.4%
- i {8 % {8 Y B % {8 S B
i £/ °C o m o m B o m o m B
/k] - kg™! /k] - kg™! /k] - kg”! /k] - kg™! /k] - kg!
0.6/ 2.0/
DDBT/DWBT 9.3 11.5  25.5/19.1 63.2 26.4/19.4 64.4 27.2/19.8 66.0
5 ; 6./4 —0.3
By DDBT/CWBT 1 9.9 2.0/0.5 12.8 25.5/16.4 53.3 26.4/16.2 52.6 27.2/15.8 51.2
Al 0.3 0.6 0.8 1.3 —2.7 —9.9 —3.2 —11.8 —4.0 —14.8
. DDBT/DWBT 5.5/2.7 14. 2 6.8/4.0 16.7 33.2/27.0 84.9 33.8/27.3 86.3 34.7/27.6 87.7
" DDBT/CWBT 5.5/3.9 16. 5 6.8/4.7 18.0 33.2/26.0 80.4 33.8/26.0 80.4 34.7/26.1 80.8
M LAY 1.2 2.3 0.7 1.3 —1.0 —4.5 —1.3 —5.9 —1.5 —6.9
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B, FEEZE, BRI TR R EAE 2%
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H S PR ) BT EL W R B B B B A, B A 4
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HL 1% 20 B 0 04 T B A B 9 VA AR B ) A A iR
A EAZE, W RE 0 XA AT 5 e K &R
0.3%(99. 6% BEMAKFE), K 25%(99.6%
WEMEKE). 5EFEMM, EXFRAUNERE
SEMRMEER. MERENE, EFEEHT
Yo XA AT B O T B R i R i 22 AR K, AT
M 2% B KFETFE 219.6 kW B b5 0. 4%

ZMEKE T 1 083. 4 kW, 2 23ifdh A @i,

Hy HL IR I 7 A ) PR 5 R e L A A 08
U 1Y) B IR Ay 2 —. A T IE BRI it
L i A ER R B2, 08 58T XL B0 A Al S B0 18 AT 5
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HH 516 ) P T AR 4 DL % ol e 7 AR 0 Ve . AR
F 24 117 ) R S BRORN 2 iy B i REURALYE T,
B LRI B Dy R 9 W/m?, & Tfg o 441
kW. MR 3 HuTLIE H, ERAERAURKE =
ANAPRAE FR RSP b, el T 58 UG T s R 3 i ) 7%
TR BIAR 3, 290 40 )25 TN A IR
Fr BRI BRI 8 AT Y — 2 (RRBURI M 204 18
FVEACE) B =A% (AEE5Y 0. 490 RFTEAKF).
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Tab.3 Summary of over-estimation of fresh air load

WEEKF (X&) BEHKF(EE)
99. 6 % 99 % 2% 1% 0. 4%
B faf / kW % fifar /kW % i far /kW % i far /kW % i far /kW %
WA IR I 4.9 0.3 14. 6 1.2 444.1 15.9 478. 2 16. 3 868. 6 32.2
Jbxt 43.9 11.3 48. 8 16. 1 571.0 18.5 819. 8 27.6 1083. 4 37.6
Tivid 39.0 25.0 43.9 16.7 224.5 5.6 292. 8 7.3 390. 4 9.7
EN) 29. 3 6.1 63. 4 10. 2 483.1 18. 6 575. 8 22.4 722.2 28.9
7 M 112. 2 13.9 63. 4 7.2 219. 6 5.6 287.9 7.3 336.7 8.5
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B4 U AR B
& 4 DDBT, CWBT F/SEME T #EH(1971—2013)

Tab. 4 Slopes of the yearly variations in design dry-bulb

temperature( DDBT) , coincident wet-bulb temperature( CWBT)
and enthalpy during the 43-year period(1971—2013)

BEWKFE

99.6%  99% 2% 1% 0.4%
0.082  0.077 0.030 0.028  0.032
0. 079 063 —0.028 —0.036 —0.004
A 0.086 072 —0.107 —0.127 —0.021
DDBT  0.057 061 0.055 0.054  0.050
CWBT  0.093 095 —0.075 —0.064 —0.059

0

0

0

0

U

DDBT
RiE CWBT

5
=

Je 5t 1Ml 117 124 —0.277 —0.236 —0.219
DDBT  0.037 040 0.031 0.035  0.034
®M® CWBT  0.035 0.032 —0.031 —0.015 —0.019
I .056  0.052 —0.156 —0.085 —0.104

© o o|le o o|le oo

gk

BFNKF

B
99.6%  99% 2% 1% 0.4%

DDBT  0.098 0.094 0.046 0.046  0.047
=A)i] CWBT  0.037 0.042 0.002 —0.031 —0.042
Y e 0.076  0.080 —0.004 —0.105 —0.147

DDBT  0.039 0.031 0.045 0.041  0.036
P CWBT  0.054 0.027 —0.021 —0.024 —0.022
S 0.101  0.053 —0.087 —0.096 —0.091

ok B TR R
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R RERASNE , 43 07 A5 A8 AL A 15 2 5 i 5 T BE
EREN R =AM SR AF R R B AR HE. S Tt
FAMEAS AT AN AT A s, DL H
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AR IR R T AW R 1) 43 a(1971 — 2013
VKA SRR P I BRI R 30 a. £ 5 K4k
TWIA 30 a ik Ay DDBT, CWBT FIHR 45 X M
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i 30 a(1984—2013 4F) ) DDBT #E AN 3 i 89 B
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BT, FREVGE T T 2RAB0E, T ERILEAZ
FFmfaARI4Ee. DDBT 3% 5 (HI 1984 —2013
EL 1971 — 2000 4 0 ZE{E) IR RIE M 0.2°C
(0. 406 H1 1% W EKF) IR IH M 1. 4°C (99 % F
99. 6 %0 BFEMEAK )AL, XBHEMELETHE R
M55, XFEILE 1971—2013 4EMY 43 4], &2
AR T E L E FE . CWBT 1) £ 54 5 5
FAFELRAHAE M, 42 CWBT 7£ 1984 —
2013 AFE )& F 1970— 2000 4EHHIH), 22 5 Y0 A
FL R MK 99. 6 76 T8N 0. 1°C Bl b5t g 3 1
KF99.6% FHIMI 1.5°C; HZE CWBT £ 1984 —
2013 AEMIE)IE T 1970 — 2000 4E W8], 22 570 B A
WA IR B MR K 1% T Y 0. 1°C B B W 2 38 K
F0.4% Ty 2.4°C. IBEN AL S CWBT 7454k
FEARL, 2R (A (1) 38 0 ARG JREE 99. 6 00 i PR
FHY 0. 2k] /kg BIELBY 99 % B E MK 2.4 kJ/
kg AN, B 240 E 1Y A8 4030 WG R 100 I8 3%
PEAKE 0.4 kI /kg BIME JRVE 0. 4% 5 2Pk K P
8. 5 kJ /kg.
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®5 A 30a FHI(1971—2000 0 1984—2013)fy DDBT, CWBT F148{&
Tab. 5 Summary of design DBT(DDBT), coincident WBT(CWBT) and enthalpy based on
two 30-year periods(1971—2000 and 1984—2013)

WEMIKF(KZE) BEWKFE(ESE)
99. 6% 99 % 2% 1% 0. 4%
2y DDBT e DDBT o i DDBT e DDBT Kt DDBT 0
CWBT A CWBT H CWBT & CWBT A CWBT H
. 1 . 1 . 1 . 1 . 1
C /kJ - kg /C /kJ « kg e /kJ - kg /C /kJ - kg /C /K] - kg
—29.1/ —26.9/
1971— 2000 —28.8 —26.5 28.1/20.4 59.2 29.5/20.7 59.8 31.0/21.7 63.8
—29.3 —27.2
WA RV —28.6/ —26.2/
RV 9812013 —28.6 —925.9 28.4/19.9 57.4 29.7/20.6 60.2 31.2/19.3 55.3
—29.1 —26.6
%4 0.5/0.2 0.2 0.7/0.6 0.6 0.3/—0.5 —1.8 0.2/—0.1 —0.4 0.2/—2.4 —8.5
—11.6/ —10.0/
1971—2000 —9.9 —8.0 31.2/22.3 65.3 32.3/22.0 64.2 33.8/22.0 64.1
—13.0 —11.6
Jexe —10. 6/ —9.0/
1984—2013 —8.0 —6.2 31.7/21.7 63.1 33.0/21.1 60.9 34.3/20.6 59.0
—11.5 —10.2
%l 1.0/1.5 1.9 1.0/1. 4 1.8 0.5/—0.6 —2.2 0.7/—0.9 —3.3 0.5/—1.4 —5.1
—3.4/
1971— 2000 X 2.6 —2.0/—2.9 4.6 33.2/26.6 82.8 34.2/26.8 83.6 35.3/27.4 86.3
—4.
ey —3.0/
Hix 1984—2013 3.2 —1.6/—2.4 5.4 33.7/26.4 81.8 34.7/26.6 82.7 35.8/26.6 82.6
—3.7
24 0.4/0.4 0.6  0.4/0.5 0.8 0.5/—0.2 —1.0 0.5/—0.2 —0.9 0.5/—0.8 —3.7
—0.8/
1971—2000 9.5 0.6/—0.8 10.4 24.9/16.9 55.1 25.7/16.7 54.4 26.6/15.9 51.6
2 0.6/
1984 —2013 X 9.9  2.0/0.5 12.8 25.5/16.4 53.3 26.4/16.2 52.6 27.2/15.8 51.2
{4 1.4/0.1 0.4  1.4/1.3 2.4 0.6/—0.5 —1.8 0.7/—0.5 —1.8 0.6/—0.1 —0.4
1971—2000 4.9/3.2  15.2  6.4/4.3  17.2 32.7/26.3 81.8 33.3/26.4 82.2 34.1/26.5 82.6
"M 1984—20135.5/3.9  16.5  6.8/4.7  18.0 33.2/26.0 80.4 33.8/26.0 80.4 34.7/26.1 80.8
24 0.6/0.7 1.3 0.4/0.4 0.8 0.5/—0.3 —1.4 0.5/—0.4 —1.8 0.6/—0.4 —1.8

kY E 2R B ¥ U A R /N, AR SOR X
AN 1) [l 4 5 AL PR g 2 A0 XU e 2R AT T
GE. FET R 3.1 9 4R B0 — A SN B
DDBT F} &5 25 Bl 47 45 44 7 201 = A 32 B2 6 4y
(HE sk . & R T &SR3 m, Lk
85 A8 Wl N 5 BORT R A Ao 20, A6 S SR L P 25
BT TR LR 6. (TS R dE s R 4000,
4 WRT XA ATAE 2% 5 F MK T @S
45 R A B T XA AT AR A R L, A S LA A
TP B NR JRIERY 6 kW BB 23 kW A%,
B X 7 fur B AR B A X LAY 48,8 kW B Jb 5T iy
107.4 kW ANGE. 33X LEffF 57 0] LU 2% 3 5 A,
HAE, ML T ) FE Ve S s s B e 7 i g
fge o BT 8 I A R Ok, 5T A A
ST XL G AT 0 ek 2 AR e, e s A L 4 A (BRI
WL OEAR T AR T PO R O i AR . X

BEHHE T DDBT fY 3 B 38 0, %7 X5 g i) o b i
S AL S B B R &, X AR s
AT IR e 20 T 34 kW, JERE b T 95. 6
kW, XA 5T 45 A 38 WH A5 78 A0 A 23 45 3 s 748
HARAE S BT i B R A e ik . B L,
BT CWBT B/, MW, =503t 50
A 2% v, B LA /N ) o) 14 1 2 3t wT L A2
AR A ZE W BEAT T AE 99 %0 S M KE R A 25
G3A, S S T LA IR AL S P O A XU e
Y AS AR LL B2 AH I 0 SR 2 67 Ao 0 B B IG A 1 5. 3E
o SR AP 25 R 0 B R % e 0 R BE DA X T Y
11.6 kW ZIRBHAY 53.7 kW AEE, 53 XU A7 far g 2>
I B NG JR VY 29,3 kW ZBIELBHY 117.1 kW A
S5 B R I A AR R R B B BRI T S AR
0%, PERH T AR AR i I .
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Tab. 6 U-values for wall and window based on the

design/energy code in the five cities(Ref. [71)

W/(m* - K)
W AR S &P R T
MRE  IE 0. 37 2.0 0.28
dbxt EL 0.48 2.3 0.45
KX EE% 0.76 2.6 0. 50
U i A 1. 42 2.8 0. 66
JUH E AR 1.42 2.8 0. 66
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Fig. 4 Summary of changes in building envelope conduction

heat gain, fresh air load and peak cooling loads
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Fig. 5 Summary of changes in building envelope conduction

heat loss, fresh air load and peak heating loads
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AR 00 35 K58 48 P8 (IR 6 R dl e,
H B R S 9t R (W /m? ) A Sk 5 5 A s v i

—E RS —Fh A E 0 7 v R R A e S
DDBT/CWBT [a]i & A, X FhJ7 ik i 32 B2 PR 0
I BHEE S A DDBT/CWBT i 7] i % A= 17 ot PR 3% i
AFEWARE. ANEEE, SRR E— R
Hh {10 A [i] Bsf ) A — 4 v 10 AS ] B ) 25 A A [) 9 K
PG AR 0EMH. MR, 5 DDBT/CWBT [a] i}
S HE B K BH 8 S TG A5 K /N T A N B . ) A
B K 2 TR K 1 B R B, KPR E
o R B S 5 R A R PH B S B B oK. B R
b, XEAEESE 12 fORBHEN), HSEFR b=
AT BRI B B W AR MBUAE 2R, Rk, 55 DD-
BT/CWBT —S{ i) 7K ¥ K 7 3545 00 45 51 e 2 4%
T A, B I S R AR A LT LLSE i 4 B
A /NEE V8 G A SR 25 R A BT A 1Y) 2 S M R — B
PR HX AR 1R A B R R 0 2 T BT R RE =
SR, WA B — R @SR TR . A
IR, HETRE VS DA VAR R B2 9 HV AC LR,
N 2% B ) B & A A PO 45 K &, 5 DDBT/
CWRBT [a] i % AE ) 4 5 5 3 A 2 % 2 0 U Al T2
UBARAE H R 0 R A 25 A TR i 50 7 6 10 ) B i
TR B AR # N B & — AN S R, Hop
A1, 5 T v A ) A DX P A 2 B 1 S
A BRI BHER 500\ A~ £ 25 269 DDBT/CWBT Fl
KT B AS ] 4530 2R 7K SF 1) K BH 4 5549 588 B (W /m*)
G 8. MAh, ST AT g 55 45 Ok IRk Y H 1)
MRS HAEN, VIR A EANE T AEE
B () R BH O] F A B (LA M /m® S Sl H 3K
BH 4R 5 &) BB 22, 38 0 2 i 2 e AT T 81
BIPV J7 R0l 68 0 K FHBEWE A — MR IF 10 T .
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