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The review and prospect of Pingcheng construction planning and
design research in Northern Wei Dynasty
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Abstract; As the first capital city established by the Northern nomads into the Central Plains, Pingcheng in the
Northern Wei Dynasty served as a link in the capital chain, connecting the past and the future capitals. It is of great
value for research and serves as a model for the planning of multi-ethnic capital cities in later generations. The
research on the construction of Pingcheng in the Northern Wei Dynasty mainly encompasses the following aspects.
Firstly, the historical documents that record the construction activities of Pingcheng are relatively scattered and
limited. Secondly, archaeological discoveries and the “double evidence law” laid an important foundation for the
layout of Pingcheng. Finally, multidisciplinary research is conducted on the theme of spatial restoration, which
focuses on the location of the palace city, the space of the palace, the boundaries and scale of the city, as well as the
planning concepts. However, the study of ancient capitals is hindered by limited research materials, the shackles of
research paradigms and the barriers between disciplines, making Pingcheng in the Northern Wei Dynasty is a weak
link. The future research on the planning of Pingcheng should be based on the typical characteristics of the
integration of national culture and the transition in the history of the planning, and then carry out multidisciplinary
and comprehensive research.
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