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Expression of spatiotemporal cognition of the Japanese
Nation on modern architectural space

SHAN Lin-lin**, LIU Song-fu'

(1. School of Architecture, Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin 150006, China;
2. Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: The creative consciousness of aesthetical taste always appears in modern Japanese architectural field. The forma-
tive factors are the result of hard work of the Japanese architects for generations, and also are directly derived from the
national cognition and spirit of the Japanese. From the angle of the spatiotemporal cognition of the Japanese nation, this
paper analyzes the theory on temporality of architecture, the “generation style” architectural space, which the creative
thinking of the “Ma” space and “Oku” space, which are respectively proposed by some modern Japanese architects, such
as Toyo Ito, Kazuyo Sejima and so on. And then combined with the characteristics of temporality, vagueness and shadow
in the spatiotemporal cognition of Japanese nation, it is derived that the aesthetical taste of modern Japanese architecture
is the inevitable result of the unique spatiotemporal cognition of the islanders. Japanese nationality is the kernel factor that
forms the spatiotemporal cognition. It is a complex nonlinear system, making a transition to ideological constraint from
simple imitation. Although modern Japanese architecture has characteristics of polytropism, cognitive consciousness of
the Japanese nation always affects its development.

Key words: Japanese architecture; Nation; spatiotemporal cognition; architectural space

Biography: SHAN Lin-lin, Ph. D.. Associate Professor, Harbin 150006, P. R. China. Tel: 0086-13019012327, E-mail: shanlin-
lin1979@163. com





