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The definition, research status and outlook of vernacular
landscape in the arid region of Northwest China
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Abstract: The paper defines the concept of vernacular landscape of the north-west arid region, that is the rural complex e-
cosystem which is able to fully adapt to the natural environment and reflect the special people-land relationship of the arid
areas. According to the differences of main areas of research and discipline, the paper describes the research status of ver-
nacular landscape of the arid region from 4 aspects i. e. the landscape pattern and process, the land resources and water
resources using, the settlement landscape and the landscape planning and design. Then, the paper sums up three features
of previous research—Continuous expansion of the subject areas continue, and empirical research as the lead and use of di-
versification of research methods. In the end, the paper puts forward the outlook of future research as deepening of the
basic theory and the underlying mechanism, and diverse exploration and paradigm convergence of the discipline.
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