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On the evolutionary process to Tingtang framework of ancient wooden
structures located in northern China during 10th to 12th centuries

YU Mengzhe

(College of Architecture, Xi'an Univ. of Arch. & Tech. , Xi'an 710055, China)

Abstract: Previous studies have been concentrated on text interpretation and case analysis of Chinese wooden
architecture’s framework types, which leads to a variety of hypotypes and their spatial and temporal distribution.
While illuminating the difference of two fundamental types mentioned in the book of YingZaoFaShi, the mutual
influence relationships of both Diantang and Tingtang framework has been ignored. Based on the case studies of
wooden constructions that remained in northern China during 10— 12th centuries, this paper discusses the wooden
structures’ evolution facts, and interpreted the technical cause of varies transitional manifestation on the structure

nodes, which might reveal the whole historical context of the process.

Key words: the evolutionary process to Tingtang framework; the compromise pattern; evolution tactics
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Fig. 1 The status quo(left) and the speculative prototype

(right) of the main hall in Nanchan Temple
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Fig. 3 The speculative prototype and evolution strategies of
Liao Dynasty’s wooden structures in northern China
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