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An inquiry into the statement of Chang’an in the Han Dynasty

as a city relating to Big Dipper

WU Tinghai
(School of Architecture, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: Chang’an in the Han Dynasty has long been related to Big Dipper, which embodies the ancient Chinese

planning idea of modeling Heaven and Earth. This paper explores the connotation of the ancient Chinese concept of

"Big Dipper as the Emperor’s vehicle", and analyzes the spatial relationship between the Weiyang Palace and the

Changle Palace. It is concluded that the statement that Chang’an in the Han Dynasty was a city relating to Big

Dipper might result from the social culture of “Big Dipper as the Emperor’s vehicle” when Xiao He built the

Weiyang Palace, which reveals a possible spatial model of the Han Chang’'an modeling Heaven and Earth.

Key words: Chang'an in the Han Dynasty; a city relating to Big Dipper; modeling Heaven and Earth; Big Dipper as

the emperor’s vehicle; city planning
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Fig. 1 Part of the stone relief in the Wuliang Temple

implying Big Dipper as the Emperor’s vehicle
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Fig. 3 The avenue between the Zhicheng Gate and Bacheng

Gate in the Chang’an City of the early Han Dynasty
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